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I'd like to invite my panel of not-so-tame analysts to come and sit down and tell us 

one by one. Okay. This is our panel, analyst luminaries. And I'm delighted to say that 

they're all prepared and ready to answer two really simple questions. First of all, 

gentlemen, one by one, starting with you, Ian. What's your key takeaway for this 

conference? 

Ian Keene 

It's hard, there's been quite a selection of things, really. And key takeaway, I don't 

know, I've got no idea what the others, the other panellists are going to say. But 

because I was involved with it, I suppose the SDN debate, and really about that is that 

how it's gained a lot of attention so quickly from relative obscurity, even as far back 

as eight to nine months ago to it being a hot topic, and every vendor now has to have a 

strategy in the migration path, and a story to tell all about it. Okay, it's not prime time 

for deployment yet, but nevertheless, it's really got a huge amount of hype. And I can't 

think of any other technology sector that's got hyped up so quickly in 2012 as SDN. 

Manek Dubash 

No, it's been quite a shock, hasn't it? Emir? 
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Emir Halilovic 

Pretty much around SDN too. But the next step actually, which is the evolution of the 

ecosystem for -- let's put it this way -- networking programmers or companies or 

entities building upon SDN and coming up with application expertise, with 

programming optimisation, etc etc, based on an abstracted network and resources. So 

that would be the key takeaway. 

I'm pretty much -- SDN is not a new thing for me. I'm focusing straight on networking 

in particular, so we've been following this, but opening of this new market is actually 

I think a very important step, and we're going to be seeing that for next year, next two 

years, as a very important thing. That's basically one of the key takeaways from 

discussions we had. 

Manek Dubash 

Thanks. Pim? 

Pim Bilderbeek 

Yes, I'm glad to be back here after I guess six years or so. Nothing much has changed. 

I still enjoy it and--  

Manek Dubash 

I'm still here. 

Pim Bilderbeek 

Lots of -- you're still there. There's good topics and so -- except I see a lot more tweets 

here, I guess, than I used to see, or there weren't any. To me, every journalist now is 

tweeting but the vendors don't, I guess. Not sure why that is, but that's how I see it. 

For me also software defined networking, I think, basically because I was on the 

panel, and also because of the six or seven briefings I've had, five of them will be 

about software defined networking. So I'm going to follow that topic closely. I still 

think it's very early days. When I hear somebody talk about the software defined 

enterprise, I think we're going a bit too far. But yes, software defined networking. But 

I'm still wondering and worrying if the networking industry is not just searching for 

something to boost revenues when they can't find anything else, right? 

Manek Dubash 

What a cynic you are! Can't say I disagree with you. Keith? 

Keith Humphreys 

Yes, I think software defined networking and the cloud were the two main themes for 

it. But I think what it's giving us is solutions. I think we've seen software defined 

networking being applied for specialist services, for service providers, who are going 

to be producing solutions for customers. 
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We also heard about consumerisation of IT, and I think commoditisation of IT is more 

worrying. We can see a $45 tablet coming out of China and you can imagine the tie-

up between Mackesons in the health care with IT Systems, adding to that a $45 tablet 

to come up with a solution for people. So I think solutions, to my mind, has been the 

main theme of this. 

Manek Dubash 

And what will be hot, just the final question of my two. What will be hot? What 

should we be discussing at the next NetEvents? Obviously I suspect software defined 

networking will be one, but apart from that? Perhaps we could pick something else 

out. What do you think, Ian? 

Ian Keene 

Well, 2011, if I was getting briefed by a vendor, it was very rare that that vendor 

could actually talk for 15 minutes without mentioning the word "cloud". I think this 

year it's going to be -- it seems to be software defined networking. Next year I would 

predict it's going to be small cells. 

Manek Dubash 

Okay. Small cells, Emir? 

Emir Halilovic 

Small cells in service provider environment are pretty much the daily topic. But for 

enterprise networks, I wouldn't be surprised to hear much more about convergence of 

technology platforms somewhere between server and networking elements. I don't 

know how to call it as of yet. But it seems to be closing for at least a part of the 

market that is going to become an interesting topic, because if we go further into SDN 

etc etc, it's very plausible and logical that we are going to see some kind of 

commonality emerging between the hardware platforms and then slowly they might 

start converging. That's basically the trend that I see in the future. I don't know how to 

call it. 

Manek Dubash 

So the switch becomes part of the server, effectively? 

Emir Halilovic 

Or vice versa. Or both ways. 

Pim Bilderbeek 

I guess maybe just the same as small cells, but hetnet or heterogeneous networks, 

which I guess is the same, right? Yes, so for sure, I guess that's a good topic for next 

year. I also think something which I call the inter-cloud, which is not a new term -- 
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Manek Dubash 

I haven't heard this one before. 

Pim Bilderbeek 

-- four, five, six years that we're talking about as well. But basically when you hear 

people talking about software defined networks and software defined data centres, 

there might be a future out there where we have a global data centre grid where you 

can switch between data centres and the area between those data centres is called the 

inter-cloud, okay? And we might see new business models emerging that make use of 

all the capacity, the storage and computing capacity that's there globally and see new 

business models emerge around that. 

And last but not least, I enjoyed the talk today about big data. Maybe we could have a 

talk about singularity next year. 

Manek Dubash 

Okay. We'll do what we can. Mark, put it on the list. 

Keith Humphreys 

I think a great topic would be mobile-to-mobile communications, Carsten mentioned 

it and it made me think. We've got IDC, who are coming up with some big numbers 

and their projections of how big M2M's going to be, and we've got a resident expert in 

Bob Emerson as well. So I think that would be a great topic. 

Manek Dubash 

Would that include telematics, that sort of area? Or is that completely different? 

Keith Humphreys 

Most people think M2M is a Coke machine that phones home when it runs out so the 

engineer comes along or a truck comes along and fills it up. But there's a lot more 

than that going on with M2M. 

Manek Dubash 

Yes. I've heard there's all sorts of integration between -- that Vodafone's doing, for 

example, with TomTom and firing data across its network to discover traffic patterns, 

that sort of thing. 

Keith Humphreys 

Yes. 

Manek Dubash 

Okay, good. Do we have any questions from the floor? You've got a lot of brain-

power here on the panel. Do you want to make use of it? No brain-power here, so it's 
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no use asking me. That it? Question, we have a question. Panel, there's a microphone 

coming. 

From the floor 

We want the panel to guess what next year's buzz phrase is, but obviously you're not 

allowed to cheat and then keep using it. Because we know what this year's is, it's the 

great return of "paradigm shift". We've had 17 paradigms, five paradigm shifts, and 

amazingly, two shift paradigms. So what's next year's buzz phrase? 

Manek Dubash 

Okay, very quickly, next year's buzz word? Anyone? 

Keith Humphreys 

Continuum. 

Manek Dubash 

Continuum. Anyone else? Buzzword bingo, anyone? 

From the floor 

Complexiticity. 

Manek Dubash 

Complexiticity? I think that was one of mine, wasn't it? Complexification. Anyone 

else? Okay? No, good, okay. Well, thank you very much to the panel, appreciate your 

time and your brain-power. No, we do have a question, sorry. 

From the floor 

So this is a question related to a lot of work by the European Commission is going on 

around future Internet. And there are multiple definitions that exist in what the future 

Internet is. What's your take on -- you've mentioned a bit about SDN and then m2m 

and what else was -- sorry, I do not recollect all. But any take on what's your 

definition of future Internet and what technologies are there to see? 

Manek Dubash 

Well, big question. Future Internet. Yes?  

Pim Bilderbeek 

Sure. Well, the definition of future Internet we don't actually have. But there is 

obviously a set of requirements for whatever will Internet grow into. Fully IPV6, the 

reform of the DNS, etc etc. Those are the things that are revolving -- that are basically 

those discussions revolving around. As much as I know from what I see is happening 

in academic circles. 
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What's going to happen pretty soon is that the first implementation of many of those 

technologies are going to happen in the academic environments and already the 

European, pan-European academic networks are pioneering some very interesting 

things. So -- that would be my take. 

Pim Bilderbeek 

Maybe I would add to that. Maybe we should think about Net neutrality and all this 

sort of stuff, with new Internet. Because I'm worried that -- I hear a lot here on the 

LTE panel about differentiation of servers and giving Facebook for free and whatever. 

In my country we have Net neutrality, meaning if you get Internet you basically get 

Internet and you're not allowed to be charged for VOIP -- to do other things, right?  

You're not allowed to charge for voice drivers. 

So how can we maintain that free Internet and still do the good things, is from my 

perspective one of the things that I think is going to be very difficult to maintain in the 

next couple of years. And with the ETNO actively I see all sorts of [switch] coming 

from the director of ETNO and other associations trying to lobby for an Internet 

where two parties pay, right? The sender pays and the user pays, which I don't think is 

necessarily a good thing. So I'm worried about the future in terms of are we still going 

to be able to have access to everything. If we get, if we buy an Internet connection, 

can we still do all the things that we used to do on that connection? 

Manek Dubash 

Do you think Nan Chen's idea actually is against Net neutrality, could affect Net 

Neutrality? 

Pim Bilderbeek 

I applaud the idea in terms of providing quality of service and differentiation. At the 

same time I think you need to be very much aware, if you sell something as an 

Internet service you cannot block anything on it. But if you sell something -- if you 

sell cable TV and IPTV, no problem, right? Call something Internet access service 

and you can't start blocking things. But if you don't, if you call it something else I 

think that's fine. 

Manek Dubash 

Sure. Emir, you had something? 

Emir Halilovic 

Yes, I just would like to argue that we do have Net neutrality on paper, but in practice 

it's actually not like all the data is not created equal and is not transmitted with equal 

priority even now, like IPTV services on providers' own networks, they are prioritised 

etc etc. So you do have a degree of let's say QS variation within the networks already 

right now. But on that topic, I think that the new Internet will have to be in order of 

magnitude higher capacity, more efficient. And with that, we would be able actually 

to cater for everybody's needs to -- with a sensible degree of quality assurance. 
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Manek Dubash 

Tata Communications has plenty of bandwidth left, so -- Ian? 

Ian Keene 

I was just going to say, there's more than one body of influence on next generation of 

the Internet, whatever that might turn out to be. And it's not just commercial 

influences also but the influence of users; what users want. But also government 

influence too. So exactly how things are going to work out is pretty hard to say. But 

there are a number of forces. So I've thought of a new buzzword for next year, 

actually, and that is the nexus of forces. 

Manek Dubash 

Ooh! Keith, anything to add? 

Keith Humphreys 

I've really always believed that the Internet needs governance. It's been built on pretty 

shaky foundations. So I like the way Nan's thinking. 

Manek Dubash 

Okay. So there you have it. I hope that answers the question. Any final questions? 

Yes, we have one from Mr Guldentops. 

Jan Guldentops, BA Test Labs 

Good remark from Steve back here. We haven't heard the word IPV6 all day during 

this NetEvents. 

Manek Dubash 

It's done, isn't it? 

Keith Humphreys 

We did, we definitely had to. 

Jan Guldentops, BA Test Labs 

Well, is it done? 

Manek Dubash 

Big topic. Quickly now, IPV6, is it done? 

Pim Bilderbeek 

Very quickly, we didn't hear about it because it's not a marketing term any more and 

people are considering ways how to monetise it and they don't seem to be finding a 

way. But it is there. It's a topic that guys around the world are actually talking about 
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as we are running out of IPV4. Right now we're basically -- it's like any other 

evolution in human history, first we are going to use all the stopgap measures that 

there are. And then we are going to start taking really painful steps and migrating 

towards real IPV6. So right now it's all about carrier grade Net and stopgap solutions 

like that. And IPV6 is being postponed, postponed and postponed, but it will happen 

and there is movement behind the scenes. 

If you want to talk to the guys like I can, they know about it, they are constantly in it. 

There is a European subsidiary, [Wright] NCC. They sit in Amsterdam; they talk 

about it all the time. 

Manek Dubash 

So how much time could carrier grade network address translations buy us? 

Pim Bilderbeek 

Well, theoretically indefinitely, I think. But the problems will just continue to 

accumulate, because every Net solution implies certain shortcuts and limitations. 

Manek Dubash 

Sure. Hold on, the mike's coming to you. 

Jan Guldentops, BA Test Labs 

One stupid point. I think 90% of the industry doesn't get IPV6 yet. I was at the biggest 

Belgian utility company, and they're doing a smart metering project. You know what 

they're doing it on? IPV4. 

Emir Halilovic 

It's nuts. I have to say it's nuts, because -- 

Jan Guldentops, BA Test Labs 

It's nuts, of course, but it's like -- 

Emir Halilovic 

Because they're going to have millions of new, unique IPs required, and they have to 

do carrier grade net. And if we're talking about possibility of having 50b m2m 

connections in the next 10 years, it's very clear. 

Manek Dubash 

Anybody else want to comment on this? Pim? Ian? 

Ian Keene 

Yes, I'd just like to thank all you journalists that continue to write about IPV6, 

because some nights when I can't get to sleep I just pull out an article on it; I'm off. 
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Manek Dubash 

And on that note -- ! I think it's time to head for lunch, don't you? I'd like to thank the 

panel very much indeed for your erudition. A hand for the panel, please? That's where 

lunch is, and thank you very much for coming along. This is the end of the plenary 

session. As you see here, we've got a daily news feed, and a blog on the website, a 

Twitter feed, we've got the next -- that went past too fast. We've got the next session, 

next meeting in February. We've got one after that in May, which is going to be in 

California. We're going to have it on the Golden Gate Bridge, obviously. And the next 

one in Europe next year is on the Côte d'Azur.  

So I'd like to say thank you very much for attending. I hope you've found it 

stimulating, useful, enjoyable, all those good things. And see you at the next meeting, 

I hope. Cheers, bye. 

[End] 


