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Good morning, everyone.  It's my pleasure to welcome you all to this Ethernet 

Innovation Summit to celebrate the 40th birthday of the Internet.  We're really thrilled 

to be one of the hosts for this event, with the Computer History Museum and with the 

MEF.  And I remember when this came about in a call with -- some e-mail exchanges, 

actually, I think initially with Bob, as we were really reflecting on what it means to be 

associated with such an amazing invention. 

The creation of the Ethernet and associated technologies really are the fabric of our 

lives today.  As I look in the room and I see the set of computers we have and 

handheld devices and how important the Ethernet was to the creation of this highly 

distributed network, and really thought that it was a great chance not only to stop and 

reflect and honour the people who did that -- and in the end, this all comes down to 

people who do these things.  And so that's what we've assembled for you here today, a 

set of folks to really help you understand what occurred. 

But we thought it was a great learning opportunity, also, to try to understand what is it 

that we can learn from that that's applicable today?  So we've got a set of panels and 

conversations around those areas, that we hope you'll find enlightening, not only from 

a historical view, and not only a chance to get to know the people who helped to 

create this, but, again, what can we take from it today and apply to other contexts and 

apply to the evolution of networking? 

So, hopefully, you'll find the day a productive one, and with that, I would like to 

welcome up Paul Saffo, as soon as he stops running the other way, and Paul is going 

to set the context for where we were 40 years ago and how that led to the creation of 

the Ethernet.  

So, thank you.  Paul? 

 

[End] 


