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A number of leading analysts from the ICT industry 
have expressed their opinion that 5G is overhyped, 
and that the current internet of things security landscape 
is a ‘mess’. The barbed comments were made at the 
latest installment of NetEvents19 EMEA IT Spotlight 
which was held in the stunning Spanish city of Barcelona 
on May 9-10. 

5G and internet of 
things ‘debunked’ at 
NetEvents19 U

nder the 
leadership and 
tutelage of 
Mark Fox, the 
symposium has 
firmly established 
itself as one of 

the most important forums in the IT 
security calendar and has a decorated 
history of putting on informative 
and highly engaging conferences. 
NetEvents19 was no different, and 
once again attracted some of the ICT 
industry’s most prominent thought-
leaders and experts. 

Under the spotlight were a number 
of hot industry topics such as cloud, 
datacenter technologies, cybersecurity, 
internet of things, artificial intelligence 
and 5G. 
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5G has been the recurring buzzword 
at every global ICT event for the last 
number of years, but there is growing 
skepticism, not so much on its 
capabilities, but when we can really 
expect it to experience the benefits of 
the technology that has been described 
as ‘revolutionary’. 

Ian Keene, research vice president 
at Gartner, delivered a keynote 
presentation on 5G, and subsequently 
moderated a panel discussion entitled 
‘5G: Forget the hype – It’s time to 
explore what’s happening today!’ 

The panelists were Kevin Restivo, 
research manager, European enterprise 
mobility at IDC; Joel Stradling, research 
director of global managed and hosted 
IT services at research firm GlobalData; 
and Atchison Frazer, worldwide head 
of marketing at security firm Versa 
Networks.

Keene was rather scathing in his overall 
assessment of 5G and said that some 
of the use cases around the next 
generation technologies are ‘utopian’ to 
say the least. 

Keene said, “With the advent of 5G 
technology, we’ve been told about how 
it will be the trigger for autonomous 
driving and shared mobility programs 
that will address major issues such as 
urban traffic congestion in major cities. 
It all sounds fantastic. But who actually 
is going to pay for it?” 

In addition to this, Keene also pointed 
out that whilst smart street lighting and 
sensors in global cities sound fantastic, 
the question remains as to who is 
actually going to pay for it. 

While 5G will eventually enable 
applications that hold the potential 
to transform everyday life, open new 
business opportunities and enable 
new business models, the full range 
of planned 5G capabilities will not be 
available during the initial 5G launches 
and will be implemented in a phased 
approach over the next few years, they 
noted.

Keene put the following question to 
the panelists, “We talk about great 
opportunities and great technologies 

expected from 5G, but the question is: 
are organizations really able to deliver 
these technologies to clients in the 
promised speed and level of agility?” 

Joel Stradling from GlobalData 
responded by saying, “While 5G offers 
exciting possibilities in the applications 
it will present, the hype is that some 
of these applications will come now, 
but in reality, they’re not coming yet. 
There is a phased approach between 
the future promise of what 5G will 
eventually enable and what is actually 
ready to be realized today. Another 
issue is the development of a full set 
of communication standards for 5G, 
which demands a much higher data 
rate, ultra-low latency, high reliability 
and security.”

One other key industry hot topic that 
was subjected to considerable criticism 
was the topic of internet of things, with 
Keene describing it as a ‘mess’. He 
was speaking in response to an earlier 
panel discussion that was examining 
the complex challenge of managing the 
explosion of connected IoT devices. 

The Gartner analyst said, “The internet 
of things market is a mess, it’s honestly 
just an absolute mess. Nobody knows 
where all the devices are. Nobody 
knows if the data is being used 
effectively, and most crucially of all, if 
the networks are secure.” 

The internet of things market has 
been stalked by security concerns 
and continues to be the single biggest 
challenge facing the technology. The 
proliferation of connected IoT devices 
will continue to grow into the millions 
as more and more enterprises adopt 
them, but the security vulnerabilities 
surrounding the devices remain, 
particularly when discussing the 
integration of IoT devices in the 
healthcare industry. 

A cyberattack in this environment can 
obviously have a devastating impact 
in which lives could be loss. Phillip 
Griffiths, head of EMEA Partnerships at 
NetFoundry, reminded attendees of this 
by highlighting how prone to attacks 
the healthcare industry is. 
Griffiths said, “I’d have a lot of 
issues regarding the integration 

and application of IoT devices in the 
healthcare when so many security fears 
remain unanswered. A comprehensive 
recent study has also pointed out that 
the healthcare industry is subjected to 
the most attacks, primarily due to the 
value of the medical data they’re trying 
to retrieve.” 

While some of the panelists said the 
IT industry was certainly moving in the 
right direction in terms of improving 
gender balance in the global IT 
workforce, the general consensus was 
there was still a glaring gap and more 
needed to be done in order to address 
the disparity in the sector. 

Rik Turner, principal analyst at OVUM, 
outlined some damning statistics 
regarding gender equality in the IT and 
summarized it perfectly with a brilliant 
quip. 

Turner said, “There is a concerted 
effort to address the glaring gender 
inequalities in STEM jobs, but the 
fact remains that 15 percent of the 
IT workforce globally is comprised of 
women. Unfortunately, the IT industry 
undoubtedly remains white, pale and 
stale.” 

The global edition of NetEvents19 will 
be held in October and is expected to be 
held in the United States. 

Are organizations 
really able to deliver 
these technologies 

to clients in the 
promised speed 

and level of agility?


